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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1 . Claims 8-13 are objected to because of the following informalities: The claims have been 
misnumbered (a claim 7 has been omitted). Therefore, misnumbered claims 8-13 have been 
renumbered 7-12, respectively. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of making 
and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall set forth the best mode 
contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

3. Claims 8 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply 
with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed 
invention. There is no description of an embodiment in which a smooth transition edge is 
provided between the upper edge region and the side edge region, and in which there is an obtuse 
intersection between the side edge region and the bottom edge region (claim 8) and in which a 
smooth transition edge is provided between the side edge region and the bottom edge region of 
an attachment means panel (claim 12). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Sy. 

Sy discloses a label holding strip comprising a continuous section of plastic material 55 
• including front and back panels joined integrally along a bottom edge region of the strip and 
forming an upwardly opening pocket for the removable reception of labels (see Fig. 9), and at 
least one side edge region at an extreme longitudinal end of the front panel with interconnection 
of the side edge region and the bottom edge region being substantially blended and smooth 
whereby a substantially snag-free transitional edge is provided between the bottom edge region 
and the side edge region (compare Figs. 8 and 9). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which the subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Sy in view of 
Hawkins. 

Sy discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. However, the side 
edge region disclosed by Sy is generally perpendicular to the bottom edge. Hawkins teaches that 
it was known in the art to provide a sign holder in which the side edges form an obtuse 
intersection with the bottom edge. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the side edge region disclosed by Sy intersect the 
bottom edge at an obtuse angle, as taught by Hawkins, for aesthetic reasons. 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/602,047 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3611 

8. Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barcom in view of 
Brinkman et al. 

See Fig. 1. Barcom discloses a label holding strip comprising a continuous section of 
material including front and back panels joined integrally along a bottom edge region of the strip 
and forming an upwardly opening pocket for the removable reception of labels, an upper front 
panel edge region parallel to the bottom edge region at least one side edge region at one extreme 
longitudinal end of the front panel with interconnection of the side edge region and the upper 
edge region being substantially blended and smooth.. However, it is not known what material 
Barcom contemplates for the construction of the holding strip. Therefore one of ordinary skill in 
the art must choose a material from those that were already known in the art at the time of 
Applicants invention to be suitable for the intended use. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use plastic, because 
Brinkman et al. discloses that plastic was one of those materials which were known in the art to 
be suitable for the construction of a label holding strip from which the person of ordinary skill 
must choose as a matter of choice in design, based on such factors as cost and availability of the 
materials to the designer. 

9. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barcom in 
view of Brinkman et al., as applied to claim 5, above, and further in view of Sy. 

Barcom, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. 
However, the blended edge disclosed by Barcom is in the form of an angle, rather than an arc 
(claim 6), which is a curved edge (claim 7). Sy teaches that it was known in the art to make a 
blended edge having a curved edge. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in 
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the art at the time the invention was made to make the blended edge on the holding strip 
disclosed by Barcom with a curved edge, as taught by Sy, as an obvious matter of choice in 
design. 

10. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Barcom in view of 
Brinkman et al., as applied to claim 5, above, and further in view of Hawkins. 

Barcom, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth above. 
However, the side edge region disclosed by Barcom is generally perpendicular to the bottom 
edge. Hawkins teaches that it was known in the art to provide a sign holder in which the side 
edges form an obtuse intersection with the bottom edge. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the side edge region 
disclosed by Barcom intersect the bottom edge at an obtuse angle, as taught by Hawkins, for 
aesthetic reasons. 

1 1 . Claims 9-11 are is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
McCormick in view of Brinkman et al. 

See Fig. 1. McCormick discloses a label holding strip comprising a continuously 
extruded section of material including front and back panels joined integrally along a bottom 
edge region of the strip and forming an upwardly opening pocket for the removable reception of 
labels, and an attachment means panel joined integrally along the back panel a longitudinal distal 
edge region on the attachment panel and at least one side edge region at one extreme longitudinal 
end of the attachment panel with interconnection of the side edge region and the longitudinal 
distal edge region being substantially blended and smooth (see Fig. 4). However, it is not known 
what material McCormick contemplates for the construction of the holding strip. Therefore one 
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of ordinary skill in the art must choose a material from those that were already known in the art 
at the time of Applicant's invention to be suitable for the intended use. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use plastic, 
because Brinkman et al. discloses that plastic was one of those materials which were known in 
the art to be suitable for the construction of a label holding strip from which the person of 
ordinary skill must choose as a matter of choice in design, based on such factors as cost and 
availability of the materials to the designer. 

12. Claim 12 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over McCormick in 
view of Brinkman et al., as applied to claim 9, above, and further in view of Hawkins. 

McCormick, as modified, discloses the invention substantially as claimed, as set forth 
above. However, the side edge region disclosed by McCormick is generally perpendicular to the 
bottom edge. Hawkins teaches that it was known in the art to provide a sign holder in which the 
side edges form an obtuse intersection with the bottom edge. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to make the side edge region 
disclosed by McCormick intersect the bottom edge at an obtuse angle, as taught by Hawkins, for 
aesthetic reasons. 

Conclusion 

13. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

14. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gary C Hoge whose telephone number is (703) 308-3422. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 5-4-9. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lesley Morris can be reached on (703) 308-0629. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21/7-9197 (toll-free). 




Gary C Hoge 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3611 
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